
Jeff Hansen: Care pastor 

• The High School group is in Mt Vernon for two weeks 
working with migrant camp children.  

• The land is in feasibility.  Pray that answers would 
come easily for us to be able to build a large enough 
building on that property.  

• Thank you if you helped with Duvall Days! 

• Men’s Texas Hold Um night is coming up on July 29th.   



We provide the ice cream and a list of ideas! 
Bring your camera, your transfer cable, and 
your family! 

Family Photo Scavenger Hunt! 

Tuesday, August 2nd 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Info flyer in today’s 
bulletin! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Backbone  
  The fundamental teachings of  

Christianity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Controversy within Christianity:  
How does God choose His people?   
 



       
John Calvin: 
 

• Born 1509 in France. 
• Wrote commentaries on most 

of the Old Testament books. 
• Father of Systematic Theology. 
• Churches and denominations 

that follow his teaching: 
-Presbyterians 
-Reformed churches 
-Lutheran churches 
-Church of Christ 
-The Master’s College 
-Dallas Theological Seminary 
-Mars Hill of Seattle 

 



TOTAL DEPRAVITY: Every individual is so sinful he 
is unable to respond to any offer of grace. 

Eph 2:1-4 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like 
the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  

 

John 6:44-45 
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I 
will raise him up at the last day.  
 

2 Cor 4:4 
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God. 

  



TOTAL DEPRAVITY: Every individual is so sinful he is unable 
to respond to any offer of grace. 
  

Rom 1:21-22 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.  

  



UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION: God chooses certain persons 
to receive special favor which causes them to respond to 
the Christ’s offer of salvation.  They don’t have a choice.  If 
you are NOT chosen, you can’t respond.   
  

Eph 1:4-6 
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—  

  
John 15:16 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit — fruit that will last. 
  
John 6:44-45 
4 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I 
will raise him up at the last day.  

  



UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION: God chooses certain persons 
to receive special favor which causes them to respond to 
the Christ’s offer of salvation.  They don’t have a choice.  If 
you are NOT chosen, you can’t respond.   

  
Acts 13:48 
48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of 
the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  
   
Rom 9:15-17 
For he says to Moses, 
"I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion."  16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's 
desire or effort, but on God's mercy.  

  



LIMITED ATONEMENT: Christ’s sacrifice was only for God’s 
elect.   

Matt 1:21 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins."  
  
John 15:13-14 
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  
  

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE:  You can’t resist God’s draw and pull 
toward salvation.  If you are chosen, you will respond.  

  
John 6:37-38 
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never drive away.  

  



PERSERVERANCE OF THE SAINTS: If you are elect, you 
can’t lose your election.  There is no way to lose your 
salvation. 
 

Eph 1:13-14 
You were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God's possessions… 
  
Phil 1:6 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
  
John 10:28 
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them 
out of my hand. 

 

 



James Arminius: 
 

• Born 1560 in Holland. 
• Professor of Theology at the 

University of Lieden 
• Theology developed “In Protest” 

to Calvinism.  
• Denominations and churches that 

follow his teaching: 
-Methodists 
-General Baptists 
-American Baptist 
-Most Pentecostals.  
-Seattle Pacific University 
-Northshore Baptist Church 



First Protest: “I don’t agree how Calvin views God’s 
election.   

#1. God appeals regularly to “All men”  
Ezek 33:11  Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel?'  
 
Isa 55:1 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have 
no money, come, buy and eat! 
 
Matt 11:28-29 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.  
 
Acts 17:29-31 "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone — an image made by man's 
design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent.  



#2. Scripture affirms that God wants all men to be saved.   
2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 
to come to repentance. 
 
1 Tim 2:1-5  I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is 
good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth.  
 

#3 Calvin’s view teaches that God indiscriminately favors some and 
not others.  He removes man’s ability to choose God yet God holds 
man accountable for his choice to not choose God. 

Rom 2:7-11 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and 
immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and 
who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There 
will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the 
Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who 
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show 
favoritism.  



#4.  I agree that we are totally depraved, but I differ from Calvin in 
that I believe that all been divinely empowered to choose Christ.  

Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities — his 
eternal power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  

 
Titus 2:11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 
12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age. 

 

#5. Irresistible Grace and unconditional election provides no urgency 
to share Christ, yet Paul seems to display urgency.  

Rom 11:13-14  I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the 
Gentiles, I make much of my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my 
own people to envy and save some of them. 

 
1 Cor 9:22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men so that by all possible means I might save some. 



#6. If God has only given the elect the ability to respond to Him, 
why does He lament when people don’t? 

Jer 3:6-8 During the reign of King Josiah, the Lord said to me, "Have you 
seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone up on every high hill and 
under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there.  I thought 
that after she had done all this she would return to me but she did not, and 
her unfaithful sister Judah saw it.  
 

#7. I don’t believe that Calvin’s position is logical or moral.  
 
#8. Finally, Romans 9 is seems extremely supportive of Calvinism, 
but it actually only because we have misunderstood the context.   
 
 
 



Rom 9:9-18 
(Speaking of Jacob and Esau) Before the twins were born or had done anything good 
or bad — in order that God's purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by 
him who calls — she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  13 Just as it is 
written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  
 

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, "I will 
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion."  
 

It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 17 For 
the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might 
display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."  18 
Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he 
wants to harden.  
 

One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his 
will?" 20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to 
him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?'"  21 Does not the potter have 
the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and 
some for common use?  



Rom 10:1-4 
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may 
be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their 
zeal is not based on knowledge.   3 Since they did not know the righteousness 
that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes.  
  
Rom 10:11-13 
As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  12 
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of 
all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved." 
  
Rom 11:32 
For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on 
them all. 
 


