


Cult: 

“Cult” is from Latin word “worship”  

A “Christians cult” refers to a worship practice that “does not hold 

to orthodox Christian beliefs”. 

  

Cults:  

• Reject the Trinity. 

• Do not believe that Jesus is God. (always undermine the true 

biblical deity of Jesus Christ) 

• They claim to believe the Bible but distort its teachings to suit 

their own particular view of mankind, God, the HS, Heaven, 

Hell, Salvation. 

• All cults deny that a person can be saved by faith in Christ 

alone.   

• They use the same Christian terminology but are not talking the 

same language as biblical Christianity.   



If they are in error, why do some of them grow so fast? 
 

Cults offer answers to human needs that aren’t being met by 

Christian churches.   

 

“Community” – (someone goes to a stiff church that has poor 

community) and tries out a very tight knit Mormon church or 

‘share everything’ commune cult.   

 

Someone who grew up in a boundaryless home may be very 

attracted to a cult that offers strict moral rules and guidelines to 

work your way to heaven.  These rules can seem very holy and 

“high road”.   

But the problem is, salvation is by “grace” through faith.   

The whole point of the Law was to demonstrate that one can’t 

make it through performance by adhering to a moral code.  







The Mormons 
As God is, man can become! 



Who are they? 

• “The church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints” 

• Fastest growing, most successful cult in the 
history of the US.  (300,000 converts per year)  
– They strongly insist that they are not a cult and fit into 

Christendom… they insist that they believe in Father 
Son and HS and the saving power of JC. 

• They employ a multimillion dollar promotion 
program that  communicates care, a strong 
emphasis on family, clean living, and a 
commitment to Christ. 

 



 
1820 
Which church should I attend? 

 
 
“None, because they are 
all wrong and corrupt” 
(Pearl of Great Price pp. 46-48) 



1823  
 

Maroni appears to Joseph 
Smith and tells him where 
to find the golden book.   
 
It contains, “The fullness of 
the everlasting gospel” 



1827  
 

Smith digs up the golden 
book and begins translating it 
from “reformed Egyptian” to 
English with the help of two 
seeing stones called the Urim 
and Thummim. (Daniel H Ludlow, 

“Encyclopedia of Mormonism” Vol 2 pp. 598-601) 



p. 272. For background 
and full text, see Vogel, 
Vol. IV (2002), pp. 377-
81. 

Professor Charles 
Anthon of Columbia 
College 



1830 
 

Martin Harris, Smith’s first convert, 
mortgaged his farm to publish the 
Book of Mormon. 
 

And the Mormon Church was 
officially established.   
 

• Persecution followed them 
wherever they went.  They were 
driven out of Missouri to Nauvoo 
Ill.  

• Between 1830 and 1840 in 
Nauvoo, Smith continued to 
receive revelation that he wrote 
down in the next book of 
scripture called, “The Doctrine 
and Covenants” 



Significant teachings:  
 
1. Who God is and what He is like. 
2. Origin and destiny of the human 

race. 
3. Baptism for the dead. 
4. Polygamy. 



In the Doctrine and Covenants section 132:52, 
Emma, Smith’s wife is commanded to “receive all 
those who have been given unto my servant Joseph” 



Significant teachings:  
 
1. Who God is and what He is like. 
2. Origin and destiny of the human 

race. 
3. Baptism for the dead. 
4. Polygamy. 

 
Smith became Mayor of Nauvoo.   
 
• Non-Mormons published an 

article about Mormonism and 
polygamy in the Nauvoo 
Expositor . 

• Smith ordered the newspaper to 
be burned down.   



Some key doctrines:  
1. The plurality of the gods… god is 

an exalted man who earned his 
position based on his piety. 
• Humans can become gods and 

enter three degrees of heaven. 
2. The prophet Joseph Smith:  

Accepting JS and his successors as 
god’s mouthpiece. 

3. Baptism and baptism for the dead. 
4. Membership in the Mormon 

church. 
5. Keeping the commandments. 
6. Holy marriage for eternity 
7. Temple endowment rites.  



Christianity:  GOD 
 

God is a Spirit  
John 4:24 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth." 

 

He is the creator of the entire 
Universe,  

Col 1:16-17 
For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things were created by him and for him.  

 

He is One in the three Persons of 
the Trinity.    

1 Cor 8:6 
There is but one God, the Father, from 
whom all things came and for whom we 
live. 

Mormonism: god 
 

god was a man once and 
achieved godhood.  He still is 
flesh and bone. 
 

god did not create everything, he 
created organized the matter of 
earth.  and other gods created 
other portions of the universe.  
He lives now near  a planet called 
Kolob with his queen god.  
 

Jesus is god’s son along with 
Lucifer.   
 

You can become a god and create 
your own world and procreate 
spirit children to populate it. 



Christianity:  Scripture 
 

Christians believe that the bible is 
complete.  That it is God breathed  
 

2 Tim 3:16 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness. 
 

Containing the faith that was 
once for all entrusted to the 
saints.   

Gal 1:8-9 
But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let him be 
eternally condemned!  

Mormonism: Scripture 
 

Scripture is continually given to 
Joseph Smith’s successors as 
continuing prophets of god.  
The bible is interpreted through 
that continuing revelation. 
 



Christianity:  Salvation 
 

Christians believe that one is 
saved through trusting and 
following Jesus to be one’s Leader 
and Forgiver. 
 

Hebrews 10:14 
“By one sacrifice He has made 
perfect forever those who are being 
made holy”  
 
Isa 53:6 
“All we like sheep have gone astray, 
each one has turned to his own way, 
and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all” 

Mormonism: Salvation 
 

The Third Article of Faith states: "We believe 
that through the Atonement of Christ, all 
mankind may be saved, by obedience to the 
laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of 
Great Price: Articles of Faith). 
 

Spencer W. Kimball stated: "living all 
the commandments guarantees total 
forgiveness of sins and assures one of 
exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor 
is repentance when one merely tries to 
abandon sin" (The Miracle of 
Forgiveness, p.164-165, 354-355).  
 
1. Baptism 
2. Membership in the Mormon church 
3. Keeping the commandments 
4. Accepting JS and his successors as god’s 

mouthpiece.  
5. Holy marriage for eternity 
6. Temple endowment rites.  

 

http://www.leaderu.com/offices/michaeldavis/docs/mormonism/mormon-books.html
http://www.leaderu.com/offices/michaeldavis/docs/mormonism/mormon-books.html


How to reach Mormons: 
 
1. It is difficult to lead an indoctrinated Mormon to the true Jesus.  

They are not taught the weirder stuff until much later.  Until 
they are bought in relationally, family, finances and reputation.  
• It can be done, there are many ‘X-Mormons’.  But they tend 

to go toward Atheism, feeling so deceived. 
2. The place of ultimate tension surrounds the atonement of 

Christ.  Ask, “How does a person receive the atonement?” 
• Their primary manual, Gospel Principles, reads: “We accept Christ’s 

atonement by repenting of our sins, being baptized, receiving the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, and obeying all the commandments. In this way we are 
cleansed from sin and become worthy to return and live forever with our 
Heavenly Father… Christ did his part to atone for our sins. Each of us 
must repent and obey to make Christ’s atonement effective in our lives.” 
(Gospel Principles, p. 50-51, 1978) 

• Forgiveness isn’t a gift, it must be earned.  Ephesians 2:8-9 
tells us that it can’t be earned.  This is the disparity that 
must be addressed. 



The most effective way to reach Mormons? 
1. Reach them before they are fully Mormons. 

 
 



Jehovah’s Witnesses 



 

 

Today’s Jehovah’s Witnesses 
  

236—Lands where Jehovah’s Witnesses preach 

540—Languages in which they publish Bibles and Bible-

based literature 
109,403—Congregations 

7,395,672—Ministers who teach the Bible 

19,000,000—People who attend their meetings or 

conventions 
166,000,000—Bibles published by Jehovah’s Witnesses 

in 108 languages 

20,000,000,000—Pieces of Bible-based literature published 

by Jehovah’s Witnesses over the past ten years 

 
Source jw.org 



HISTORY 

Started as Bible study to re-examine some key doctrines, Charles 

Taze Russell founded Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

The official organization is knows as the Watchtower Bible and 

Tract Society 

 

He rejected the hell, the Trinity, the deity of Jesus 

 

He was interested in the second coming of Jesus and 

Armageddon/End Time 

 

He believed the battle of Armageddon to begin in 1914 

 

His successor, Joseph Rutherford set the new date in 1925 

 

The next president, Nathan Knorr, prophesied it to be 1975 



Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Directly created by 

Jehovah, Jesus Christ is a 

spirit person.  

 

The Trinitarian dogma is a 

late fourth-century 

invention (HS=force) 

 

At death, a person ceases 

to exist (no soul or spirit) 

 

 

God does not punish 

people in hell 

 

 

 

To have eternal life, you 

obey Jehovah 

Jesus is 100% God and 100% 

human (Col 1:17) 

 

 

In the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19) 

 

Truly, I say to you, today you 

will be with me in Paradise. 

(Luke 23:43) 

 

And if anyone’s name was 

not found written in the book 

of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire. (Rev 20:15) 

 

For by grace you have been 

saved through faith. (Eph 2:8) 

Orthodox Christianity 
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Colossians  1:17 

Also, he is before all other things  
and by means of him all other things were made to exist 

(New World Translation) 
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