


What is the Passage saying 
within it’s context?

How does it apply to my life?



To Interpret Plainly:
1.Understand what each word means in its 

normal grammatical and historical sense.
2.Not exclude figures of speech but seek to 

understand the plain meaning behind them.
3.Read within the context
4.Recognize the progress of revelation



To Interpret Plainly:
5. Expect the Bible to use phenomenal 

language. (things are often described as they 
appear rather than in precise scientific 
terms)

6. Recognize important divisions of the Bible 
when interpreting (ie: OT and NT, Prophetic, 
poetic, etc.)







Author

An apostle of Christ Jesus, Paul, sent by God

• Ephesians 1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God. To the saints in Ephesus, 
the faithful In Christ Jesus:



Recipients
To the Saints in Ephesus, faithful in Christ Jesus, 
Specifically Gentiles
• ”Therefore, remember that formerly you who 

are Gentiles by birth” –Eph. 2:11-12
• “for the sake of you Gentiles” –Eph. 3:1
• “To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful In Christ 

Jesus:” –Eph. 1:1



History of Ephesus
• Location: Province of Asia, modern day Turkey
• Significance: 
• A major port city strategically placed between Europe 

and Asia along the Cayster river.  The port was known 
to frequently silt up and now the ruins of the city lie 5-
7 miles inland because it filled in.
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History of Ephesus
• Significance: 
• A major hub for the worship of the goddess 

Artemis/Diana due to the Temple of Artemis an 
extremely large temple built in her honor.

• Archeologists have discovered the following 
dimensions of the temple:
• Platform L418’ x W239’
• Temple L342’ x W163’ x H197’
• All marble and over 100 columns 
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History of Ephesus
• Significance: 
• During the time of the Apostle Paul, Ephesus was 

considered a “free city” but paid tribute to Rome.  This 
allowed the city special privileges:
• They could appoint their own governing bodies
• They could coin their own currency
• They functioned as a bank of Asia



History of Ephesus

• Titles: “The light of Asia” or the “Gateway of Asia”
• Estimated population: Between 150,000-300,000 

(almost 1-2 times the population of Bellevue)













Paul’s Relationship with them
• He has heard of their faith and love for the saints (Eph. 

1:15)
• He feels comfortable praying for them and giving 

thanks for them (Eph. 1:16)
• He knows how they used to live “dead in their 

transgressions and sins” (Eph. 2:1-2)
• He knows how they came to faith (Eph. 4:20)
• He knows them well enough to ask them for prayer       

( Eph. 6:19 )



Paul’s Relationship with them

Acts 18:19-20
19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and 
Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned 
with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time 
with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I 
will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from 
Ephesus.



Paul’s Missionary Journeys



Paul’s Relationship with them

• Acts 19
• Acts 20











Approximate Timeline
• Birth of Paul: 5AD
• Crucifixion of Christ: 30AD
• Paul’s conversion: 34AD
• 1st missionary Journey: 48AD
• 2nd missionary Journey: 45-50AD
• 3rd missionary Journey (Ephesus): 52-55
• Imprisonment and Letter to Ephesians 60-

62AD



Summary
1. Author: Paul
2. Recipient: Gentiles in Ephesus
3. Location: Ephesus a massive city known 

for it’s wealth, trade and worship of the 
goddess Artemis/Diana.



Summary
1. Paul’s relationship: 

1. Paul founded the church in Ephesus
2. Paul spent approx. 3 years in Ephesus
3. Paul had a deep relationship with the 

Elders of the church
4. Paul is concerned about false 

teaching



What is the Passage saying 
within it’s context?

How does it apply to my life?



Ephesians 3:14-19

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 



Ephesians 3:14-19

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God.
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