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Background of James
1.Written around 46-49AD
2.Written by James the brother of Jesus
3.Written to Jewish believers
4.Written to offer practical encouragement 

on how to live out faith
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CHALLENGE
1. Read through 

the book of 
James using 
the quiet time
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CHALLENGE
2. Join and 

attend a 
Homegroup 
(signup in the 
back)
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CHALLENGE
3. Invite a 

friend! (feel 
free to use 
invite card)
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Would you commit to taking action?

James 1:22 (NIV)
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says.
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A Christian perspective of trials
1.A Christian expects trials and 
views them as a pathway towards 
maturity
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James 1:1-2

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered 
among the nations: Greetings.
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds,
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2 Timothy 3:12

12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
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2 Peter 4:12

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the 
painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.
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A Christian perspective of trials
1.A Christian expects trials and 
views them as a pathway towards 
maturity
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James 1:3-4

3 because you know that the testing of 
your faith develops perseverance.
4 Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.
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A Christian perspective of trials
1.A Christian expects trials and 
views them as a pathway towards 
maturity

2.Trials help me to be consciously 
aware of my need for God
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James 1:5-8
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to him.  6 But when he asks, he 
must believe and not doubt, because he who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed 
by the wind.  7 That man should not think he will 
receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all he does.
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James 2:21-22
21 Was not our ancestor Abraham 
considered righteous for what he did when 
he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  22 
You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did.
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Genesis 17:17
17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and 
said to himself, "Will a son be born to a 
man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear 
a child at the age of ninety?"
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James 1:9-11
9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take 
pride in his high position.  10 But the one who is rich 
should take pride in his low position, because he will 
pass away like a wild flower.  11 For the sun rises 
with scorching heat and withers the plant; its 
blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same 
way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes 
about his business.
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James 1:12
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres 
under trial, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life that 
God has promised to those who love him.
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A Christian perspective of trials
1.A Christian expects trials and 
views them as a pathway towards 
maturity

2.Trials help me to be consciously 
aware of my need for God
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REFLECTION
• What trials are you facing 

today?
• What is God trying to teach you 

during this trial or perhaps even 
a previous one?
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CHALLENGE

• Share your trial with your 
Homegroup and ask for prayer.
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