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“Motives Matter”
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“We don’t love our neighbors to convert them; we love
our neighbors because we are converted.”
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
other commandment greater than these.
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Mark 12:28-34
And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said
that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with
all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength,
and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And
after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.
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1. Love God
2. Love Yourself
3. Love your
Neighbor
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1. Love God
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with
one another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him,
“Which commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus
answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is
one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
And you shall love the Lord your God with ALL your heart and with
ALL your soul and with ALL your mind and with ALL your strength.’
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Romans 5:6-11
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die-but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
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Romans 5:6-11
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die-but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his
life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.
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Ulterior vs Ultimate
Ulterior means something is intentionally kept concealed.

Ultimate means the farthest point of a journey, or an eventual point or
longed-for destination.
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Romans 5:6-11
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die-but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
16

Romans 5:6-11
…because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die-but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
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2. Love Yourself
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no other commandment greater than these.
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Statistics
Suicide Rate in US:
1999 – 29,000
2014 – 43,000

Percent of Students (Riverview School District)seriously considered suicide:
6th graders – 17%
8th graders – 16%
10th graders – 21%
12th graders – 24%
20

3. Love your
Neighbor
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Mark 12:28-34
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered well, asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no other commandment greater than these.
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“We don’t love our neighbors to convert them; we love
our neighbors because we are converted.”

23

Romans 5:6-11
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die-but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
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NEXT STEPS
First time decision
Baptism
Starting Point Class
I will learn the name of one of my neighbors
I will “look for opportunities”
I will host a block party
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