
Ebenezer: A Heart Restored



Samuel raises an Ebenezer



Old Town: The Royal Mile

“I have seen more poverty and sickness in an hour than most people would believe 
in a life.”

“In an old egg box, which a mother had pawned from a shop, lay a little, feeble, 
wan sick child, with his little wasted face and his bright attentive eyes. I can see 
him now, as I have for several years, looking steadily at me.”



Charles Dickens encounters an Ebenezer

“Here lies Ebenezer Scroggie, a mean man.”



Introduction to Scrooge



The Ghost of  Christmas Past



Appears like a candle…holding an extinguisher like a cap

“Scrooge could not have told him why, if  anybody could have asked 
him, but he had a special desire to see the Spirit in his cap, and begged 
him to be covered.  ‘What!’ exclaimed the ghost, ‘would you soon put 
out with worldly hands, the light I give?  Is it not enough that you are 
one of  those whose passions made this cap, and force me through 
whole trains of  years to wear it low upon my brow!”

Ghost of  Christmas Past



The Ghosts of  My Past



“My child, pay attention to what I say.
Listen carefully to my words. Don’t lose sight of  them. Let them
penetrate deep into your heart, for they bring life to those who
find them, and healing to their whole body. Guard your heart
above all else, for from it flow the springs of  life.”
-Proverbs 4:20-23

Love the Lord with All Your Heart



“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be
wrung and possibly broken. If  you want to make sure of  keeping it 
intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully 
round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it 
up safe in the casket or coffin of  your selfishness. But in that casket, 
safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be broken; it 
will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be 
vulnerable.”
- C.S.Lewis

Love the Lord with All Your Heart



What does the spirit show Scrooge?

• Alone on Christmas (abandonment)
• Beloved sister (loss)
• Fezziwig (unrealized potential)
• Belle (regret)

How does Scrooge respond?

Ghost of  Christmas Past



The Ghost of  Christmas Present



Scrooge sees the world as it really is



“At that time Jesus prayed this prayer: “O Father, Lord 
of  heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things 
from those who think themselves wise and clever, and 
for revealing them to the childlike.” - Matthew 11:25

Why is a childlike heart essential to seeing the world as 
it really is?

“Ears that hear and eyes that see – the Lord has made 
them both.” – Psalm 20:12

To Him Who Has Ears, Let Him Hear



“To him who has ears, let him hear.”



“His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when 
you talk to the people?”

He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of  the 
Kingdom of  Heaven, but others are not. To those who listen to my 
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an 
abundance of  knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even 
what little understanding they have will be taken away from them. 
That is why I use these parables,

For they look, but they don’t really see.

They hear, but they don’t really listen or understand.”

To Him Who Has Ears, Let Him Hear



“The Kingdom of  Heaven is like a farmer who planted good seed in his field…”

“The Kingdom of  Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field…”

“The Kingdom of  Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread…”

“The Kingdom of  Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field…”

“Again, the Kingdom of  Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls…”

“Again, the Kingdom of  Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water 
and caught fish of  every kind…”

To Him Who Has Ears, Let Him Hear



To Him Who Has Ears, Let Him Hear

“Somehow he gets thoughtful sitting by himself  so much, and thinks the 
strangest things you ever heard.  He told me, coming home, that he hoped 
that people saw him in the church, because he was a cripple, and it might 
be pleasant to them to remember upon Christmas Day, who made lame 
beggars walk and blind men see.”

When Scrooge inquires after the fate of  Tiny Tim:

“I see a vacant seat in the poor chimney corner, and a crutch without an 
owner…”



“Are spirits’ lives so short?” asked Scrooge.

“This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running 
out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. The night is almost gone; the day of  salvation will soon be here.” 
– Romans 13:11-12

To Him Who Has Ears, Let Him Hear



The Ghost of  Christmas Future



Ryan



Scrooge is shown the future.

How can we look at God as a savior
if  we don’t recognize that we first 

need to be saved?



Scrooge Repents

“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the 
sight of  my God. Remember, therefore, what you 
have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. 
But if  you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what time I will come to 
you.” – Revelation 3:2-3



Confession: “If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” – 1 John 1:9

Repentance – The Good News

Surrender: “Then Jesus told his disciples, “If  anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself  and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.” – Matthew 16:24-25

Profession: “If  you declare with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”– Romans 10:9



Scrooge Finds Joy

“You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do 
not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy. The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of  
your souls!” – 1 Peter 1: 8-9



“…and it was always said of  him, that he 
knew how to keep Christmas well…”


