
Announcements

• October 17th Harvest Celebration! (*slightly competitive)

• November 5th-7th Men’s Retreat

• November 12th *Get discount tickets before Oct 1st



The book of 
Acts

God’s on the move, let’s join Him!

Align
Commit
Touch



Acts Chapters 6:7 – 8:4

How Does Stephen’s Story Speak to the Jews of his time 
and to the Church today?



Acts 6:8-11

“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the people.  Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 
Stephen.  But they could not withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit with which he was speaking.  Then they secretly 
instigated men who said, ‘We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.’”



Acts 6:12-15

“And they stirred up the people and the elders and the 
scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and 
brought him before the council, and they set up 
false witnesses who said, ‘This man never ceases to 
speak words against this holy place and the law, for we 
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses 
delivered to us.’ And gazing at him, all who sat in the 
council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.”



Acts 7:23-26

“When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his 
brothers, the children of Israel.  And seeing one of them being 
wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by 
striking down the Egyptian.  He supposed that his brothers 
would understand that God was giving them salvation by his 
hand, but they did not understand.”



Acts 7:26-29

“And on the following day he appeared to them as they were 
quarreling and tried to reconcile them saying, ‘Men, you are 
brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ But the man who 
was  wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who 
made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me 
as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ At this retort Moses fled 
and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became 
the father of two sons.”



Acts 7:35-37

“This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a 
ruler and a judge?’—this man God sent as both ruler and 
redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the 
bush.  This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in 
Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years.  
This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up 
for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’”



Acts 7:48-50

“Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, 
as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the 
Lord, or what is the place of my rest?  Did not my hand make 
these things?’”



1 Corinthians 3:16-17

“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you?  If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy him.  For God’s temple is holy, and you are that 
temple.”



Acts 7:51-53

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 
Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they 
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered,  
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not 
keep it.”



Acts 7:54-57

“Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and 
they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 
rushed together at him.”



Acts 7:58-60

“Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ And falling to his knees he cried 
out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”



Acts 8:1

“And Saul approved of his execution.  And there arose on that 
day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and 
they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles.”

Diaspeiro-to scatter as seed is scattered on the

ground.



Questions to Consider

• What was Stephen’s demeanor throughout this experience?

• How did his behavior emulate Christ’s?

• How can we model Stephen’s heart with those who we are in 
opposition with today?



How is God moving in Acts?         How does the 
church move with Him?

How is God moving right now?          How do 
we, the Church, move with Him?

Key Questions for this Study


