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Psalm 13

For the choir director: A psalm of David.

O Lord, how long will you forget me? Forever? How long 
will you look the other way? How long must I struggle 
with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every 
day? How long will my enemy have the upper hand?

Turn and answer me, O Lord my God! Restore the sparkle 
to my eyes, or I will die. Don't let my enemies gloat, 
saying, "We have defeated him!“ Don't let them rejoice 
at my downfall.

But I trust in your unfailing love. I will rejoice because 
you have rescued me. I will sing to the Lord because he is 
good to me. NLT



Steadfast Under Trial
“building a faith that can          

endure the storms”



David

Unavoidable
Suffering



1 Samuel 16:10-13

10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, "The Lord has not chosen these." 11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these 
all the sons you have?"

"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the 
sheep."

Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." 

12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine 
appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. NIV



1 Samuel 18:12-16

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had 
left Saul. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him command 
over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns. 14 
In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was with 
him. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. 16 
But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their 
campaigns. NIV



1 Samuel 19:9-11

9 But an evil spirit from the Lord came upon Saul as he was sitting in his 
house with his spear in his hand. While David was playing the harp, 10 
Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David eluded him as 
Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his 
escape. 

11 Saul sent men to David's house to watch it and to kill him in the 
morning. But Michal, David's wife, warned him, "If you don't run for 
your life tonight, tomorrow you'll be killed." NIV



2 Samuel 7:8-13

8 "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the Lord Almighty says: I 
took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my 
people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut 
off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like 
the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10 And I will provide a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their 
own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them 
anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I 
appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your 
enemies.

"'The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for 
you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my 
Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. NIV
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Avoidable
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Is  God in control of everything? 

Is everything that happens God’s will?



2 Samuel 11:1

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 
with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. NIV



2 Samuel 12:9-12

Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his 
eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his 
wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, 
because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
your own.' 

11 "This is what the Lord says: 'Out of your own household I am going 
to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives 
and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your 
wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in 
broad daylight before all Israel.'" NIV



2 Samuel 12:13-17

13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord."

Nathan replied, "The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to 
die. 14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the 
Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die." 

15 After Nathan had gone home, the Lord struck the child that Uriah's 
wife had borne to David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God 
for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights 
lying on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him to 
get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any 
food with them. NIV



2 Samuel 16:5-8

5 As King David approached Bahurim, a man from the same clan as 
Saul's family came out from there. His name was Shimei son of Gera, 
and he cursed as he came out. 6 He pelted David and all the king's 
officials with stones, though all the troops and the special guard were 
on David's right and left. 7 As he cursed, Shimei said, "Get out, get out, 
you man of blood, you scoundrel! 8 The Lord has repaid you for all the 
blood you shed in the household of Saul, in whose place you have 
reigned. The Lord has handed the kingdom over to your son Absalom. 
You have come to ruin because you are a man of blood!" NIV



Psalm 51



1) Are you being transparent with God? Have you told Him how you really feel about the 
suffering in your life?  “Lord, I feel You have forgotten me, that I am overlooked by You in my 
troubles…” He wants to lead you into truth and maturity…

2) What truth does God want to bring to meet you in your emotions? His Word -
Romans 8:38-39: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”NIV OR  the Spirit brings to mind a trial of the past that you remember Him 
walking with you through… or He sends you a reminder that He is with you, a friend calls, a 
butterfly lands on your shoulder, the sun breaks through the clouds… He gets your attention.

3) Receive His truth despite your emotions? – “Lord I feel You have forgotten me in my 
suffering - BUT – I will believe Your character, that Your love for me is secure… for this reason 
I will press in toward You even more, despite my feelings of abandonment – I choose to 
believe what I do not yet feel – that You are always with me and You will never forsake me!”


