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Worship Ministry Workshop
January 22nd 11:45 am  



Steadfast Under Trial
“building a faith that can          

endure the storms”

“Experience is the hardest teacher. It gives the test first    
and then the lesson.” 



The Apostle Paul



2 Corinthians 11:24-28

“Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus 
one.   25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a 
day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. 
I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; 
in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at 
sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27 I have labored 
and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have 
been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily 
the pressure of my concern for all the churches.” NIV



Acts 9:13-16

13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this 
man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And 
he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who 
call on your name." 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument 
to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the 
people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name." NIV



How did Paul keep his resolve?  He expected persecution.

Acts 21:10-14

10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus 

came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his 

own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the 

Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to 

the Gentiles.'" 

12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go 

up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and 

breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in 

Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 When he would not be 

dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." NIV



How did Paul keep his resolve?  He knew what suffering paid out.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly 
great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take 
it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest 
on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. NIV



How did Paul keep his resolve?  He knew what suffering paid out.

Philippians 3:10-11

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 

and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the 

resurrection from the dead. NIV



How did Paul keep his resolve?  He knew what suffering paid out.

Romans 5:3-5

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope 
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his 
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given 
us. NIV



When trial, suffering or problems of any kind come my 

way, do I tend to move toward God or away from Him?
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