


We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual 
body of which Christ is the head and all regenerated 
persons are members. We believe in the local church 
consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ, 
baptized on a credible profession of faith, and 
associated for worship, work, and fellowship. We 
believe that God has laid upon the members of the 
local church the primary task of proclaiming the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to a lost world.



[The Christians] had been accustomed to come together on a fixed day 
before daylight and to sing responsively a song to Christ as God. They 
bound themselves with an oath—not to commit some crime—but, on the 
contrary, that they would not commit theft, nor robbery, nor adultery, 
that they would not break faith, nor refuse to return a deposit when 
asked for it.

When they had done these things, their custom was to separate and to 
assemble again to partake of a meal, common yet harmless (which is not 
the characteristic of a nefarious superstition)
-Pliny the Younger
Letter to Emporer Trajan, A.D. 110



To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all 
those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ—their Lord and ours:
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in 
what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
1 Corinthians 1:2, 10



ἐκκλησία (ekklesia)– assembly, 
gathering, “called out”

ἀδελφοὶ (adelphoi) – brothers, 
brethren, brothers and sisters

ἅγιοι (hagioi) - saints, holy 
ones, “set apart”



if I am delayed, you will know 
how people ought to 
conduct themselves 
in God’s household, which 
is the church of the living God,
the pillar and 
foundation of the truth.

1 Timothy 3:15



And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds,  not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:25



In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the 
Lord. And in him you too are 
being built together to 
become a dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:21-22



What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When 
you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a 
word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. Everything must be done so that the 
church may be built up.
1 Corinthians 14:26



Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and 
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the 
body is not made up of one part but of many.

1 Corinthians 12:12-14



Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up 
for her to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through 
the word, and to present her 
to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless
Ephesians 5:25-27



If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their 
fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you 
have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or 
two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established 
by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still 
refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to 
listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan 
or a tax collector.
Matthew 18:15-17



I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people— not at all meaning the people of this 
world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.  
But now I am writing to you that you must not associate 
with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is 
sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a 
drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.
1 Corinthians 5:9-11



Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, and our brother Sosthenes,
To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together 
with all those everywhere who call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:1-3



Church
Gathering

Brothers and Sisters
Holy Ones
Household

Family
Temple
Body
Bride
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